JUST one degree
ahove the ‘equator,

Singapore — the Lion

City, as it is ealled
—roars to life affer

sunset. One of Asia’s
_ healthiest and wealthi-
est metropohses,

bed.

Local residents like to
point out to foreigners that,

because of the proximity

to the Equator, shadows
are not seen at high noon.

By Jack G

oldfarb .

Shadows at night
diminishing, too.
The crime rate in the

are

“being reduced by a third.
Perhaps the streets are

safe after dark because so

many people are in them,
. o maybe lt ]S the. oﬁh&r
Neverﬁ:eless, thé:;

+ poreans are out i droves,

watchmg street operas or
open-air theatres, visiting
the Botanic Gardens and
Aquarium, which stay open
until Tate, or simply stroll-
ing about.

Most of all, however,
the Smgaporeaas m'e ea’c-
;_mg

The best of all culmary
worlds was bound to have
been  concocted  when
Chinese, - Malays, Indians,
i Frenchmen, Italians, In-
| donesians,  Swiss i

pore ‘
them have had to, set up
shop on the surroumhng
waters.

_Luxurmus. f1

'coﬂleque a mgm; elub and
& cruise with your meal,

Instant cafes

From the palatial theatre
restaurants and  dining
rooms of the huxury hotels
through the gastronomical
gamut - of Oriental, Con-
tinental, and pot-pourri eat-

with 150 dishes on the hill
of fare — hard-working
chefs love fo pamper the
appeﬂtes of  cuisine-

! foreign visitors.
But the Singapore man-

in the street. The simplest
style of dining — but by

last decade has gone down
Smgapore is also wise uﬁf such
in mot gomg early to

shopping at night bam ’

. mght . 363 nighis a year

_eonscious Sm_gapareans and -

in-the-street literally eats

no means the stmple_fst‘

The stalls are supposed
to have .started by pro-
“viding ~hearty bowls of
noodles to <i1‘1vers on their :

o pr
M alacca.
The

fashionable

 the busy Orchard Rd.

i 'ﬂwmg Ehe day, the tidy

decorated with

ce on |
site from twilight to mid-

(closed on Chinese New
Year’s and Prayer Day for
deceased ancestors).

- Known as  “Gluiton
Square,” the lot is divided
mfo 200 “pitches,” offer-
ing at least nirle different
styles of Chmese regional

hot dogs and hamburgers

Smorgasbopd is nowhere

) ht but, 1mxplwab1y,".
a ’b board on a mearby

- wall  advertises,

Danish, Eat Well(”
At 5 pm, when the last

. c&rhasldttheparkmg-
_lot, - the public

health
mspector arrives to check
sanitary conditions, licences
and the city-suppiied water
and electrical facilities.
The portable stalls and
their owners have already

_ begun gathering in the side

streets. Containers of food,

‘cooking utensils, firewood,

tables, stools, chs:hes and
cut:?ery all neatly stacked
together with the stalls and
laden on carts, await the
opening hour of 6 pm.
Usually family affairs,

the sialls -aremanaged by
_nie atmosyhere

papa .as eeok, mama  as
helper, and the young sons
as waifers and general
assistants. Almost every-
one works at another job
during the day. .

Carts roll

As the time draws near

largest and most
popular congregation of
stalls materialises at dusk -
_in a parking lot opposite’a =
supermarkef e

the dmer‘s ‘as detaﬁed re-
‘cipes
and amounts.

..from nearby stalls stop by
spemalnes 1

-gtew,
ma

st

listing mga‘edlems
‘Troops of young waiters

bird's nest soup,
drunken  chicken
ated in wine, turtle

year-old eggs.

Any fable
fhese eggs actually amkled,

_their fusty seent and seury

taste in four short months. -

With the stalls sgueezed
so near each other, it mat-
fers little at wrhose tabke
the customer sits
as he orders at ieag. one
dish from the table’s own-
er.

Tﬂmbr wa@ers,same

af themy searcely teenaged,
incessantly back

.!nrhh bantering mth the-

dmers and each ether.

The : playfulness, nmsy_
chatter, and mounds of food
piled on to the wooden
tables give this lively
‘fiar&g::m&’ ai&ﬂmw-

But &t B maml_y the
piguant, delicious ociaurs
that seduce the newly

~ arrived diners, even before

they have looked over the
displays of decorative bou-
quets of green vegetables,

‘eye-high pyramids of snowy

eggs or strings of succulent
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	GOURMET MEAL IN A CAR PARK. Pt.1. The New Zealand Herald. Date Unknown.
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